
We have tived in the area tor T2years; I tived in the buitding for 9 months when I was 5 and

Shirtey and I have owned it for more than 40 years.

The buitding is incredibty speciat, not onty in terms of architecturat features, but also in the

quatity of the buitd.

Let's deal initiatty with the buitd. The buitder we engaged to do the conversion initiatty trained as

a joiner at Hardy and Thomson, a wetl-estabtished joinery company in Christchurch. This gave

us a fantastic finish as far as the buitd was concerned, but a project that was supposed to take 5

months to complete, actuatty took 9 months.

ln terms of the originat buitding, we do not know who the architect was, but the buitding was

erected in 1875 as a gate house to Lansdowne for the then owner of Lansdowne, Edward

Stafford, the youngest and tongest serving premier of New Zealand. Stafford buitt what was to

be the second Lansdowne homestead (the first one had burnt down) and the second one was

demotished in 1960 to be reptaced by the current house designed by Heathcote Hetmore.

Having stated that we do not know the architect, we suspect Mountfort may have had a hand in

it, as he was active at the time. Our reasoning for this is based on some features that were not

current practice, and in fact did not come into use untit 6 or 7 decades after this buitding was

created. The most obvious are the windows. Att of the originat windows are side hung. This type

of fixture did not come into common usage untit after the first world war. Up until that time,

windows were doubte hung, sash windows. Furthermore, the way the window frames are

created using a picture frame detait, are there to create shadow lines to enhance the depth that

they are set back into the watt. Atso it is worth noting are the targe Rimu muttens in the middte of

the originat windows and indeed the originat panes of gtass with their deformities as a resutt of

age. so determined were we to create an exact reptica of the original, we engaged Hardy and

Thomson to make exact repticas to fit out the new addition.

The Weather Boards. When the originat buitding was erected, there was no such thing as band

saws, everything was mitted by circutar saw and this is evident in the saw marks in the originat.

To repticate this we tocated the onty circular saw in the South lstand which was based on the

west coast and had them run the weather boards in imperiat measurements (NZ had tong gone

to metric) out of native white pine. This has created a buitding where it is incredibty hard to

define what is new and what is originat.

ln the Lim. it describes the steet beam running parattet to the road and is the main beam

hotding up the ftat / gtass roof. lt is hidden behind a wooden veneer. To show the tengths we

went to in this buitd, we precambered the beam 25mm upwards so that when the load came on

as we towered the ftat roof section into ptace, the beam woutd end up exactly levet. We actuatty

argued with our engineer about this as he maintained that it woutd not sag under [oad, however,

as we lowered the roof, the beam became straight and has remained so ever since.

The roof is butynot and it was one of the first buitdings to use this materiat. Consequentty, it is

the originat product, not some generic reptacement. lt was incredibty wett taid. Firstty, it was put

in in the summer when the wood betow it was super dry. Secondty it is ftashed up under the

corrugated iron by about 150mm and atso about 100 mm up under the gtass roof. Thirdty the

roof is a regutar rectangte and as such has onty a centre join. Fourthty, when we instalted this,



butynot only came in btack. We were concerned about the potentiat heat build-up, so we

immediatety painted the roof white to reftect the sun. THERE lS NO WAY WE WOULD EI/ER

CONSTDER REPLACING THIS ROOF. A reptacement would onty be a shadow of the originat.

The buildingwas insutated as we restored / buitt on to the buitding. lt is not insutated underthe

ftoor, but the space under the ftoor is very generous and this coutd be retrofitted if desired.

The fire inside the front door is gas fired and etectricatty started. lt was positioned where it is to

create ambience for customers arriving at the restaurant. We envisage that it coutd either be

turned into a both sides fire orturned to face into the main part of the room or indeed removed

and ptaced somewhere etse in the room.

I have ontydeattwith a sampte of thefeatures of this buitding,'a buitdingthatwon the premier

award at the Christchurch City Councit Civic Awards for restoration of historic buildings.


